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About ERFO

• European Recovered Fuel Organisation

• A non profit association

• Purpose 
– Represent European companies which produce fuels prepared from 

non-hazardous waste

– Promote the use of such recovered fuels within the frame of 
sustainable development

– Help establish high quality standards for such fuels at European level

• Members from: BE, NL, DE, ES, FR, UK, IT, FI, SW
– Full members: producers of SRF

– Associate members: other entities supporting the SRF concept



About SRF

• H

Solid Recovered Fuel (SRF) is, a “solid fuel prepared from non-hazardous waste to 
be utilised for energy recovery in incineration or co-incineration plants, and 

meeting the requirements laid down in EN15359

The wording SRF has only to be used in this context
The specific characteristic of SRF:

Compliance with European EN standards



The missing link

• Circular Economy Package
– SRF production is part of the sorting process

– No competition with recycling

• EU Energy Strategy
– Flexible EfW solution: use where there is a demand

– Use in processes designed to generate power and/or heat

– Use of existing infrastructure



The missing link
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Added value of SRF – case NL

• “Integral solution” of C&I waste: incineration

• 2 million tonnes, to be reduced to at least 1 million

• Through source separation and sorting facilities

• Anyway: a high calorific residue remains



Added value of SRF – case NL

• Residue of 13-14 MJ/kg, incinerators built for lower NCV

• Incinerators not built to treat high calorific waste

• At current residues are rejected by incinerators➔ significant 
amounts go to landfill

• Dutch Transition Agenda: Incinerators not to be used for
integral waste, as this is not a circular solution

• Residue as source for SRF



Added value of SRF

Source: 
Prognos,2008



EU Energy from Waste Strategy

• Avoid overcapacity of incinerators

• Proven techniques to improve the efficiency of WtE, 2 of the 4 
techniques mentioned:
– Co-incineration in combustion plants, for instance using gasification of 

SRF (comment: SRF-gasification is not state of the art, further
developments necessary)

– Co-incineration in cement and lime kilns



Potential SRF production and use

➔ Appr. 60 Mton ➔ Appr. 50 MtonSource:  
ERFO/Cembureau 2015



(K. Maniatis, DGEner, Presentation 2016)



A broader scope

• SRF now can become a feedstock for chemical recycling
– Into fuel or syngas➔ optimised energy efficiency

– Into chemicals ➔ SRF as part of recycling

• Further technical developments and support/funding
necessary

• SRF-standards (CEN/TC 343) helps to describe and guarantee
reliable fuel-qualities, thus laying the foundation for the
success of chemical recycling



Conclusions

• Added value of SRF as the missing EfW link
– Part of the recycling route

– Solution for the calorific residue

– CO2 reduction compared to other routes

• Recognised as a main factor to improve EfW efficiency

• Potential of production and use established

• SRF higher up the ladder as recycling concept


